Our focus in this course will be on a group of topics -e.g., probability and utility --that emerge naturally from the study of rational choice. It is perhaps not too much of a stretch to view a majority of the most interesting human activities as instances of rational choice. In light of this it should come as no surprise that many of the topics that we will consider are also discussed at length in other subjects such as economics, psychology, and statistics. Despite this apparent overlap, our concern with these topics will be a bit different from what is typical in the context of these other disciplines. For example, it is often maintained that scientists are concerned primarily with explaining or predicting facts. On this view the study of rational choice is of interest to economists and psychologists to the extent that it allows such scientists to explain or predict psychologically or economically relevant facts. In contrast, our interest in rational choice will be mostly foundational in the sense that our ultimate goal is to understand the structure of (and relations between) the concepts that are presupposed in such applications.
For example, a paper that would have earned a B if submitted on time will, if handed in two days late, receive a C+.
Exceptions to this policy are restricted to those situations in which I have a written excuse from a physician or your academic adviser.
Policy on cheating:
I will not tolerate any form of cheating. If I catch you cheating, then I will do everything that I can to make sure that you receive the most severe punishment that is allowed at this institution.
